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I. SPECIAL TOPICS. 
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I. SOVIET RELATIONS WITH THE BALTIC STATES. 


In March 1926 the U.S.S.R- took up the negotiations with the Border 
States at the point at which they had been left at the conclusion of the 
Moscow Conference in 1922. Soviet overtures to Poland, which had begun with 
a pronosed pact of non-aggression in 1924, were unsuccessful and were to a 
large degree ended by Poland renewing on 26th March 1926 her alliance with 
Rumania. Thus it came about that the Soviet Note of March was addressed to 
the Finnish, Esthonian, Latvian and Lithuanian Governments. It had at first 
been the Soviet intention to negotiate sevarate pacts with all the Baltic 
States but it was later decided to teat with the Esthenian and Latvian Govern 
ments collectively and senarately with Finland and Lithuania. 
A joint renly was dispatched by the governments of Latvia and 
Esthonia on 26th Anril 1926. The main points of this roply were as follows: 
I. The pronosed convention should contain tha obligation of "abstention 
from anything wrich might destroy the peaceful relations between the states 
in addition to the obligation of non-aggression. Also a provision for 
the neaceful regulations of all disvutes. A draft definition of aggres- 
sion was also put forward. 
2s Nothing in the »roposed convention should be in contravention of the 
Covenant of the Leagut of Nations, the Convention for the neutralisation 
of the Aaland Islands, or of the Latvian-Esthonian Alliance. 
The provosed convention was to contain extensive provisions for the 
settlement of all dis~utes either by arbitration, conciliation, or juri- 
dical methods. 
4. The contracting states should undertake to forbid "all activity em- 
anating from the territory of one country ani conducted on the territory 
of another" and directed against the political and social order of that 
state. 
oh. The convention should not limit the freedom of action of the contract- 
ing parties in concluding agreements with third parties, provided that 
these were not directed against other of the contracting parties. 
6. The pronosed convention should contain no limitation of action of its 
contracting states in the event of one of them being guilty of aggression 
against a secondary signatory State in viclation of the convention. 
7 The pronosed convention should be onen to the adherence of any Govern- 
ment, with the consent of all the signatory states. 
The Esthonian and Finnish Foreign Ministers subsequently met and on iMay 5th 
the Finnish renly to the Soviet Government, identical in principle witn that 
-of the Esthonian and Latvian, was desnatched. Later in May, the Latvian 
President paid a visit to ths Finnish President and the general policy of the. 
Baltic States towards the U.S.S.R. was still further discussed. 
As regards Lithuania, conversations were onened between Kovno and 
Moscow in April for the conclusion of a Soviet-Lithuanian Treaty on the model 
of that already concluded with Turkey. M. Chicherin, the Soviet Commissar 
for Foreign Affairs, offered Lithuania in addition to a non-aggression pact, 
the guarantee to her of Vilna and Memel in exchange for a promise not to 
enter a Baltic Alliance. (Times 3lst Anril 1926). 





The Soviet proposals for a security pact were the subject of a 
further conference at Tallinn between the Latvian, Esthonian and Finnish 





ia 
' 











San MV wr Pes wean; ee Ue hlUL rh hlUcehUmLe eee ee eee ee eee ee ee ee Se 









Z 
u 


Ministers for Foreign Affairs during July 1926, and their deliberations 
resulted in renlies being sent to Moscow substantially reiterating their Notes 
of the »nrevious Ifay, and suggesting the formation of a commission of repre- 
sentatives of the U.S.S-.R. and Baltic States to work out a treaty on the lines 
laid down t-erein. 

The three states were, however, considerably alarmed at the success 
wrich had attended the independent negotiations between the U-S.S-.R.- and 
Lithuania and M. Ulmanis, Latvian Minister for Foreign Afiairs, went to Kovno 
on July 27th to conclude a treaty of commerce and arbitration with Lithuania. 
M. Ulmanis failed to get the commercial agreement signed. 

The whole nrogrsss of an eastern non-aggression pact received at 
this time a definite check in the refusal of the U.S-.S.R- Government to coun- 
tenance the Baltic suggestion for a prenaratory commission. Lithuania 
seized the onrortunity to continue the negotiations already opened independ- 
ently with Moscow in April and May and at the same time renewed her rig. t of 
a free hand as regards contact with other interested Statas. Partly because 
of tre indenendent action of Lithuania the remaining Baltic Governments, 
Esthonia, Latvia and Finland, agreed to waive their stipulation for a pre- 
liminary commission and assented to the Soviet proposals for a senarate pact. 
In their Notes (26th August 1926) in each case they renewed the right to a 
freedom of contact with their immediate neighbours. The Soviet Government 
directed its dinvlomatic representatives to oven negotiations without delay. 

The first tangible result of the Soviet negotiations was the signa- 
ture on 28th Sentember 1926 at Moscow of the non-aggression treaty with Lith- \j 
uania. The treaty was modelled on those already concluded with Germany and 
Turkey. Article I of the treaty recognized the Sovict-Lithuanian frontier « 
as that laid down in the treaty signed between the two States on l2th July 
1920 - a recognition whic’ ignored the decision of the Conference of Ambassa- 
dors taken in March 1921l,which confirmed Poland in her de facto possession 
of the Province and City of Vilna. An even more exnlicit statement of the 
attitude of the Soviet Government in this matter was made in a declaration 
wrich was handed at the same time to the Lithuanian foreign Minister. (For 
Text of Treaty and the declarations see Special Supplement to Vol.II No.22 
of this Bulletin). On October 23rd Poland sent a Note to the Soviet Govern- 
ment stating the new treaty did not conform with the Riga Treaty of March 192I 
between Poland and Soviet Russia in which it had been stipulated that the 
question of Vilna was to be left entirely between Poland and Lithuania. In 
an ambiguous reply on November 19th the Soviet Government stated that no 
settlement had ween reached between Poland and Lithuania, that it refused to 
recognize the comnetence of the Conference of Ambassadors, and that it had no 
intention of impugning Article © of the Treaty of Riga whicn defined tne 
poundaries of the Soviet Union and Poland. 

The negotiations between the U-.S-.S.R-. and E¥sthonia and Latvia were 
taken un again in October; those with Finland were broken off in November. 
A hitch occurred in the relations ketween Soviet Russia and Latvia when on 
November 28th the Soviet Government broke off the negotiations for a trade 
agreement by revoking the invitation to Latvia to send representatives to 
Moscow. The Soviet representative M. Araloff, resumed discussions with Latvia 
regarding a non-aggression pact during January and it was renorted that he had 
succeeded in detaching Latvia from the Baltic bloc. 
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At the beginning of March 1927, after he had discusseil the situa- 
tion with the Hsthonian Foreign “Jinister, M. Cielens the Latvian Foreign 
‘Minister announced that the prosnects of a Baltic-Soviet Security Pact 
had greatly imnroved. On 9th March, M. Araloff and M. Cielens initial- 
led such paragranhs of the Soviet-Latvian Pact as they had reached agree- 
ment unen. The following day in a statement IM. Cielens said that the 
nNolitical pact under negotiation was distinguished from the Soviet nacts 
with Germany and Lithuania by its division into two separate sections 
which would have to be simultaneously ratified. The first section con- 
cerned non-aggression and the second the peaceful mode of scttlement of 
conflicts and disputes. Agreement on a majority of points in the first 
section had been reached but several points, particularly concerning "the 
formulation of our rights and obligations towards the League of Nations" 
still remaired unsettled. M. Cielens declared that he had not changed 
his desire to co-ordinate Latvian relations towards the U.S.S.R. with 
Esthonia and Finland. 

The points definitely settled in the Soviet-Latvian negctiations 
previded for neutrality in case of an attack by a third purty, abstenta- 
tion from coalitions directed against the political indcynendence or terri- 
torial integrity of the contracting purties, and also the non-rarticipa- 
tion of either party in any coalition for the financial or economic boy- 
cott of the other. As regards the second section, the U.S.A.R. had 
already agreed to settle misunderstaidings by a conciliation committee 
with a neutral chairman. This reprcsenced an important concession by 
vne U.§.8.R.- This section had not teen initialled. 


2. THE 44TH LEAGUE COUNCIL MARCH 1927. 


All League Councils are divided into tnree parts:- private conver- 
sations between delegates, interviews with the Press, and official League 
business. 

On this occasion it seems that the confidential talks of Stresemann 
and Zaleski have unjammed the machinery of the commercial negotiations 
between Germany and Poland, which had previously broken cown. 

Interviews with the Press were unusually significant. Chamberlain 
exnlained the British nolicy regarding China. The Press were mare interest ; 
ed in Russia, for the British Note had set every European newspaper buz- 
zing with rumours, redoubled by Scialoja's announcement that Italy is about 
to ratify the Treaty of 1920 by which the Principat Allied Powers guarantee 
the Bessarabia frontier between Rumania and Russia. Chamberlain categori- 
cally denied that the Italian action was due to British nrompting, or that 
Britain was engineering an anti-Russian combine. His denial was even more 
emphatically confirmed by Stresemann, who advised the reporters, if they 
doubted him, to go and ask Zaleski! 

The reutine business of the League covered many activities; mandates, 
loans, onium-control, procedure of treaty ratification. Tue Council con- 
sidered an imynortant revort on the Traffic in Women and Cnildren, the 
result of an exnert investigation. The first part of the report was 
passed for publication; the second, dealing with the traffic country by 
country, was sent to the Governments for commentary before it is decided | 
whether to publish it. | 
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The political interest of the Council centred round German affairs. 


In the matter of German schools in U»vrer Silesia, tie Council, in the main, 
sunnorted the "minority" contention; and apnointed a Swiss arbiter to decide 
what children may attend German-speaking schools. The Saar, as ever, pre- 7 
sented thorny problems. Who was to succeed iir Stephens, the Canadian Presi- 
dent of the Governing Commission? The Germans were set against a member of 
the "French" group, - tie Belgian or the Czech. The question was compro- 
mised in secret session; Mr Stephens is to continue for three months, after 
wic it is understood that a new neutral is to succeed him as President. 
The other Saar difficulty was more critical. It was the old enven- 
omed question of the French garrison in the Valley. "Essential", say the 
French, “to guard communications with the Rhineland", "A vilation of the 
Treaty of Versailles", say the Germang. Efforts to get a settlement pri- 
vately beforehand had no result, and the Council met on the i2th - its 

final day, - prepared for public failure. The Commission had presented a 
comyromise renort, suggesting a railway defence-force, international in 
character, "of 800 soldiers to be stationed outside the area, and called in 
in emergencies" This to be arranged for with the occupying autiuorities of 
the Rhineland. 

Stresemann based his sneech upon the Treaty. He offered to accept 
the revort provided that an early date should be fixed for the complete 
evacuation of the present 3000 French troops; that the force should be 
really international; that it shoulc be non-military; that its number 
Should be limited to "some few hundreds"; and that it should only be used 
in excentional crises. Briand made a bland but uncompromising opposition. 
Chamberlain annealed to Stresemann to concede. Finally Stresemann agreed 
on the basis that 800 should be the maxiiaum, that the troops should only be 
used to guard the railways, and that the French garrison should live within 
three months. He thus surrendered the claim that the force should be civil 
gendarmerie and international - it will, in fact, be drawn from the armies 
of occupation. 

This decision is interesting in method, as illustrating the possi- 
bilities of League nublic discussion, which renders intransigeance a diffi- 
cult posture to maintaia. It was also a dispute between France and Geriany , 
in whiclh Germany gained a rert, though not all of her cause; - enough at 
least to nersuade her that there is some advantage in using League machinery. 


(Contributed). 
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tI. NCTES AND NEWS. 





Renaration payments for February 1927. 

The statement of receints and nayments under the Dawes Plan issued 
by the Agent-General for Renaration payments for the month of February 
1927 (Third Annuity Year) shows that the receipts for this month total 
94,909 ,578.88 gold marks, making the cumulative total of 652,615,294.68 
gold marks. The amount received by the Powers for this month was 
81,033 ,425.82gold marks, annortioned as follows :- 

Month of February Srd Annuity Year Cumu- 














1927. lative Total to Kebruary 
28th, 1927. 

( Gold Marks ). { Gold Marks). 
France. 40,640,497 .42 252,503,034 .43 
British Emvire. 20,162 ,784.99 110,155 , 666.04 
Italy. 4,401,261.91 53,197,760.88 
Bolgium. 4,404 ,492.91 25,666, 854.51 
Serb-Croat-Slovene State. 2,269 , 680.29 18,752 ,478.26 
United States of America. 5 ,996,2£80.77 40,474,720.50 
Rumania. 714,903.14 4,367 384.91 
Japan. 1, 686,557.19 5,516,178.-- 
Fortugal . 459 ,491 .94 2,053 , 822.87 
Greece. 260,877.88 1,608,016 .27 
Poland 36,397.38 121,528.74 


Imports of Arms into China. 

According to an official statement, the total value of arms and 
munitions of war imported into China was 805,036 Haikwan taels in 1923; 
1,415,711 Haikwan taels in 1924; and 7,311,584 Haikwan taels in 1925. 
The figures shew that in 1925 tne value of arms and munitions imported 
from the countries named was :- 

Germany. 3,813,644 Haikwan taels. 
Norway .- 1,272,855 " " 
Italy. 1,014 ,333 " " 
Janan. 420, 899 " " 
“ong-Kong. 211,957 " " 
(The value of tre Haikwan, or Customs, tael in the years named averaged 


os. 4d.) 








French Organization for War. 

The Chamber passed on March 7th by 500 votes to 31 the Government's 
Bill for the organization of the nation in time of war. The measure which 
forms part of the whole scheme of national defence and is a counterpart to 
M. Painleve's Army Reform Bill wrovides for the organization of services 
and essential sunnlies during wartime. 

Power is given to the Government to call cut the entire population of 
France and to mobilise them for civil as well as for military service. 


The clause runs as follows :- 
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"In time of war all French citizens and dependents (tous les 
Francais et ressortissants Francais) wit..out distinction of age or sex, as 
well as all collectivities (groupements) legally constituted, are bound to 
particinate, in the conditions laid down in clauses 6 to 16 of the present 
law, either as combatants in the defence of the country, or as non- coma 
batants in the maintenance of its material and moral life". It is to be 
noted that this clause includes all native inhabitants of French coionies 
and takes within its scone every sort of association and coroorate body. 

The Government is authorized either by agreement with t.ie owners or by 
requisition to take any stores, commodities, or means of pnroduction which 
they need. Provisions are maie for the obligation to make returns of 
stocks held during time of neace. Further the Government is emnowered to 
assign in advance in peace time to nersons and collectivities their res- 
pective tasks in the event of national mobilisation. Governments in time 
of peace are to fix their requirements for war. 

As regaris the »nosition of the Denuties in time of war such discussion 
took nlace. Denuties who élect to go to the front are given the right to 
delegate their voting powets to colleagues of their choice. (An amend- 
ment that Denuties under 40 years of age should be under the ordinary 
obligation of active service was rejected). 

There is to be a general permanent secretariat of the "Superior 
Council of National Defence". 


The United States and War Debts. 

On March 17th Mr Mellon, the Secretary of the Treasury, made a reply 
to the statement of the President of Princeton University and 116 members 
of the Princeton Faculty which had endorsed the manifesto of the Faculty 
of Political Science of Columbia University and had urged reconsideration 
and revision of the debt settlements. Mr Mellon points out that the adop- 
tion of the Dawes Plan and the ratification of the various agreements for 
the renayment of unfunded obligations have "in the course of the last few 
years contributed mightily to the progress that has been accomnlished". 

As to the nlea that war advances were "joint contributions to a common 
cause", Mr Mellon points out that record establishes them to have been 
loans and that what the United States in effect allowed its Associates to 
do "was to borrow money in our investment market, but, since their credit 
was not so good as ours to borrow on the credit of the United States rather 
than on their own". With regard to the suggestion that the Government 
might have pooled their resources in the common cause Mr Mellon states 

that while it is suggested that the debts of France and Great Britain 
incurred by borrowing dollars to make purchases in the United States should 
be cancelled, it is not suggested that the United States should be reim- 
bursed of the dollars actually expended in France and the British Empire in 
the purchasing of sunplies and services. Mr Mellon then criticizes tho 
"canacity to pay" formula by a discussion of the idea that all \ebtors 
should be treated on a basis of equality. He states "all our principal 
debtors are already receiving from Germany to more than enough of their 
debts to the United States; and France and Italy - with the excention of 
this year in the case of the latter - are receiving from the same course 
ehough to pay their debts to Great Britain". This latter statement Mr 
Mellon supports with figures. 
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III. GENERAL INTEREST. 





BELGIUM. 
March 4th: Protocol resnecting the boundary between Tanganyika Territory 


and Ruanda-Urundi. (See Great Britain). 
March 15th: The Government rejected the demand for a new plebiscite in 
Eupen and Malmedy nut forward by a Socialist Denity representing these 


areas. 


CHINA. 
March 2nd: The agreement in regard to the future of the Kiukiang Con- 


cession was signed by Mr O'Malley and the Nationalist Renresentatives. 
The Concession reverts to the Chinese and the British Municipality dis- 
appears. The Chinese agreed to pay £5,000 as compansation for looting. 


Mr O'Malley left Hankow for Peking. | . 
March 4th: It was renorted in the "Times" that considerabie disappointmem 


was felt among foreigners in Shanghai with regard to terms of the Hankow 
Agreement, and its possibie effect on future arrangements. An American 
steam-launch was seized at Shanghai by Chinese soldiers but on the American 
Admiral sending Marines to retake it is was surrendered. 

Hsu-Yan, the Chinese Commissioner for Foreign Affairs at Shanghai had 
protested to the senior Consul against British troops being stationed 
outside the boundaries of the Inteinational Settlement. 

March 5th: It was renorted that the Soviet had sent a Note to the Foreign 
Office at Peking protesting against the seizure of a Soviet merchant 
steamer. Madame Borodin was on board. 

March 6th: The Shanghai corresnondent of the "Times" reported that the 
Conference of the Centrai Executive Committee of the Kuomintang, which was 
to have been held on March lst, did not take place because Chiang Kai-shek 
insisted that it should take place at Nanchang while M. Borodin desired to 
have it at Hankow where the "Reds" would have dominated the proceedings. 

500 Japanese blue-jackets have been landed at Shanghai. 

March 9th: The Nationalist Government issued a declaration of poiicy in 
regard to Shangha: stating that it has decided to take back the Settlements 
by negotiations rather than by force. 

An outbreak of mob violence occurred at Wuhu, on the Yangtze in Anwhei 
Province. An attempt to seize an Indo-China steamer was frustrated by a 
British naval party. The Customs House and the Club were looted. 

Chinese newspapers give the text of a speech delivered by General Chiang 
Kai-shek at Nanchang on February 2lst in which he denounced the tactics 
of the Comiunists. 

T-e Soviet Embassy at Peking handed in a Note of protest to the Chinese 
Foreign Office. Madame Borodin was reported to be charged with being in 
possession of nlans of General Chang Chung-chang's military dispositions. 
Margh 10th: The 2nd Battalion the Coldstream Guards arrived at Shanghai. 
































The British Consul made renresentations to Mr Eugen Chen, Foreign 
Commissioner of the Nationalist Government regarding the mob violence at 
Wuhu, and requested him to protect British life and pronerty. 

Further mass meetings took place in Wuhu. The Chinese General arrived 
to take charge with a body of guards. H.M.S.EMBRALD at Wuhu and the 
British Vice-Consul at Nanking was despatched to the scene. 























CFINA.( Contd). -~9 - 
March 10th: More loyal workmen were assassinated by Labour extremists in 





Shanghai. 

The Woosung railway strike continued and sporadic stoppages occurred in 
the cotton mills. 

The situation at Ichang was easier. 

The Conference of the left Wing of the Kuomintang began at Hankow. The 
centre and right did not attend. 

March llth: The Soviet representatives at Peking pressed for the release 
of the Pamiat Lenina, the Soviet vessel seized on the Yangtze and for the 
release of Mme Borodin and the Russians who were on board the vessel. 

H.™.S. Dauntless (First Cruiser Squadron Mediterranean Fleet) arrived at 
Hongkong. 

The Kwangtung Provincial Government announced that in view of the decis» 
ions of the Political Council prohibiting the use of Hongkong Bank Notes 
all foreigners and Chinese must in future use the Central Bank's noteg 
in business transactions. 

March 12th: A band of 500 armed Shantungese endeavoured to enter the Inter 
national Settlement but was frustrated by a detachment of the Durham Light 
Infantry. 

A circular was issued by Admiral Yang, ccmmanding the Chinese Navy in 
Shanghai waters announcing that he had transferred his allegiance to the 
Kuomintang. 

The anniversary of Sun Yat-sen's death was celebrated at Hongkong and 
Shanghai. 

March 13th: There was a resumption of fighting eastward of the Taihu Lake. 
A fierce battle was also reported to be taking place betweén the forces of 
Chang Tso-lin and the semi-independent Honan forces at Hanchuang. 

The U.S. destroyer Preble was fired on near Wuhu. 

March 14th: Purther ontrages by "gunmen" of the General Labour Union were 
reported from Shanghai. 

Mr WelLlington Koo in a speech with foreign correspondents at Peking 
expressed his gratification that the foreign Powers had acknowledged 
that the day of the lod traaties was over. He further stated that a new 
treaty with Belgium had been drafted. 

Pe Hsu-cheng, commander of the Shantung troops in the Shanghai area, 
called on Major-General Duncan, G.0.C. Shanghai Defence Force and explaingaj 
that the attemnt of his troops to enter the International Settlement on 
the l2th inst. was due to an "unfortunate misunderstanding". 

It was reported that a senior member of the British Legation at Peking 
would resije at Hankow to maintain diplomatic contact with the Nationalist 
Government. 

March 15th: The Kiukiang Settlement was handed to Cantonese. 

At the final mcoeting of the ratepayers of the British Concession a 
Hankow the Concession was handed over to tle control of a Chinese-British 
Council in accordance with the agreement reached between Mr O'Malley and 
Mr Chen. 

March 16th: Renorts have reached Shanghai of determined fighting on the 
Yangtze between Wuhu and Nanking, and also west of Lake Taihu. 

The Kuomintang Conference at Hankow closed. It was stated that a 
solution of the quarrel betwecon the Left and Right Wings had been reached. 
Margh 17th: It was renorted that the S-uthern Army was engaged in an 























attempt to capture Nanking andi that serious fighting was in progress. 
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ECUADOR . 
March 7th: During the week-end cf 6th & 7th inst. a coup d'etat was 
attempted and Dr Avyora, the President, was held prisoner for some time. 








FRANCE . 
Mareh 4th: M. Painleve, Mixister of War, spoke in the Chamber during the 


debate ov the Bill "for the organization of the nation for war". 
Varoh 711: The Chamber passed by 506 votes to 31 for the organization of 
the nation in time of war. 
“Margen 8th: fn the Chamber M. Vincent Auriol, the Socialist Deputy, brougnt 
forward a metion in favour of a discussion of the provisional payments to 
Great Britain and the United States on account of war debts, Tu.:e Chamber 
decided however to adjourn discussion of the motion. 
March llth: M. Briand, in renly to a recent speech made by Count Westarp, 
the Gérman Nationalist leader, stated that any activity on the part of 
Germany to secure the "independence" of Alsace-Lorraine would comnel the 
French Government to take steps for the defence of its sovereign rights. 
The debate on the economie and financial situation was concluded in the 
Chamber. <A motion was passed b; 393 votes to 130 expressing confidence in 
the Government and approving its declarations. 
March 15th: M. Briand in the Chamber made a statement on French policy in 
China. 
March 17th: Agreement was reached between the French and German negotia- 
tors on the principles which are to serve as the basis for a commercial 
treaty and a protocol containing these principles was signed by M. Bokan- 
owski, the Minister of Commerce, and Herr Posse, the head of the German 
delegation. 





l 

















GREAT BRITAIN. 
March 4th: The protocol respecting the boundary between Tanganyika Terri- 


tory and the Be’‘gian iandated Territory of Ruanda-Urundi together with the 

Notes exchanged between the British and Belgian Governments was published. 

March 5th: The Air Estimates for 1927 were issued and shewed a net reduc- 

tion of £450,000 as compared with last year. 

March 9th: In the House of Commons the Royal and Parliamentary Titles Bilis 

and the Government of India (Indian Navy Bill) were read for tne second time 
Mr Bridgeman in the House of Commons stated that none of the vessels to: te 

laid down under the 1927 programme would be begun until late in the year, 

when the result of the fortiicoming Conference would be known. 

March 10th: The Navy Estimates for the year 1927 were issued. They amount 

to £58,000,000, a reduction of £1,000,000. Expenditure on new construc- 

tion is increased from £9,083 ,693 to £9,983 ,446. 

Varch 14th: Mr Bridgeman, First Lord of the Admiralty, introduced the Navy 

Estimates in the House of Commons, and after discussion the House went 

into Committee. 








L. 














GREECE . 
Varch 5th: Greco-Turkish Convention. (See Turkey.) 
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GERMANY . 
March 4th: The Powers formerly resnrésented on the Inter-Ailied Military 





Commission of Control have notified the Government of the appointment of 
the military experts, who, in accordance with the Geneva Agreement of 
l2th December 1925, are to be, and remain, attached to their respective 
embassies until the wrovisions of the last Disarmament Agreement have been 
carried out. The Jananese Government made no appointment. 

March 6th: It was decided at the Conference of the International Steel 
Cartel sitting at Dusseldorf to raise the production total for the second 
quarter of 1927 by 1% million tons. 

March 7th: The Budget Committee of the Reichstag passed all the estimates 
for the Reichsywehr, resisting all Socialist proposals for reduction. 
March 8th: During the conference of the International Steel Cartel at 
Dusseldorf 1 « possibility of the formation of an international pig iron 
cartel was discussed. 

The Congress of the German Communist narty’closed after having been held 

for 6 days. 

Marck 14th: Herr Stresemann returned from Geneva and made a short report 
to President von Hindenburg. Later in the day tne Cabinet met under the 
Chairmanship of the President to hear a detailed report from Herr Strese- 
mann. A communique was issued to the effect that the Cabinet had shared 
the juridical view put forward by the Foreign Minister at Geneva and un- 
animously approved the results of tne League Souncil meeting. 
March 16th: The Committee of Miners Internationai met in the Prussian 
Diet building. 
March 17th: The Foreign Affairs Comnittee of the Reichstag met and dis- 
cussed Herr Stresemann's report on the Geneva meeting and the general 
international situation. The revort was approved by the Cabinet. 

Franco-German Ccmmercial Treaty. (See France). 























HOLLAND . 
March 9th: The debate on the Belgo-Dutch Treaty in the First Chamber opencd. 





HUNGARY . 
March 3rd: The Financial Committee of the Lower House of Parliament dis- 
cussed the cstimates of the Foreign Ministry. In the course of the debate 


Count Bethlen, the Prime Minister, made a wronouncement on foreign policy 
with snecial reference to Soviet Russia. 








IRAQ - 
March 10th: The 2nd Battalion tne King's Regiment, the last British Regi- 
ment of the Iraq Garrison, left the city for England. 

ITALY (see nage 12). 

JAPAN. 

Marck llth: Janan accented the vrcnosai sf the United States for a confer- 

ence to discuss the question of further limitation of naval armaments. 

Marchl4th: Baron Shidehara, the Foreign Minister, stated that Japan did not 

intend to return her Concessions in China at present. M.Ugaki, Minister of 

War, stated that Japan had not yet seen the necessity for dispatching land 

forces to Shanghai, though the Government was »lanning to increase the 

Japanese garrison in North China by a further 400 men. 
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ITALY. 

March 5th: Aniorder in Council wroviding for the reorganization of the 
public safety services, and the order imposing a tax on bachelors were 
ratified by Parliament. The military estimates were anproved by the 
Permanent Committee for the Budget. 

March 8th: Italy and Bessarabia. (See League of Nations). 

March 9th: The Cabinet anproved a decree establishing the formation of 
the Ministry of Corvorations. 

March 14th: The trial of Signor Tito Zaniboni, a former Socialist Deputy, 
General Luigi Capello and three others was indefinitely postponed. 

March 15thth The United States Ambassador has delivered another memorandum 
to Signor Mussolini. 




















LATVIA. 


March 9th: ™. Araloff left for Moscow. Before leaving he and M. Cielens, 
the Foreign Minister, initialled the paragranhs of the Latvian-Soviet 
nolitical pact on which they had reached agreement. 

March 10th: Ina statement M. Cielens said that the agreement was divi- 
aed into two sections. The first concerned non-aggression and the second 
concerned the peaceful mode of settlement of conflicts and disputes. 
March 14th: M. Chakste, President of Latvia, died. 











LEAGUE OF NATIONS. ae! 





March 6th: Sir Austen Chamberlain, M. Briand, and Herr Stresemann arrived 
at Geneva. 
March 7th: The 44th Session of the Council of the League of Nations opened 
under the presidency of Herr Stresemann. 
March 8th: Sir Austen Chamberlain made a statement to the press denying 
that there had been any change of British policy in regard to Soviet Russia. 
The allegation that Great Britain was organizing an Anti-Soviet League 
was without foundation. 
Signor Scialoja announced that the Italian Government had decided to 
ratify the treaty that recognized Bessarabia as Rumanian territory. 
March 9th: The Council of the League of Nations held a meeting. It was 
decided to release for publication the first part of the report on the 
White Slave traffic. Sir Austen Chamberlain made a statement on behalf of 
the British Emnire on the forms of the Treaties to be negotiated in future 
under the auspices of the League. 
March 10th: Herr Stresemann in a statement to the press said that the occu- 
pation of the Rhineland had been discussed by M. Briand and himself, and 
he thought that the time was not "far off" when the German Government 
would make an official demand for evacuation. 

The Council of the League held a meeting which was mainly occupied with 
economic and financial questions. 
March lith: The Council held a meeting mainly dealing with the Renort of 
the Advisory Committee on Traffic in Opium as well as that of the Commis- 
Sion of Inquiry into the production of onium in Persia and the Persian 
Government's renly. 
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League of Nations (Bontd). ' 





March loth: The Council of the League of ations after a prolonged debate 
agreed to the recommendations of the Saar Governing Commission as to the 
creation of a Railway Police Force. Herr Stresemann withdrew his opnosi- 
tion to the recommendaticns on receiving assurances on certain noints, 
including the withdrawal of the French troops now in the Saar in 3 months. 
March 14th: A Committee of the Council of the League of ations met to cone 
Sider a report prenared by Lord Cecil (Great Britain), Mme Briuckere 
(Belgium), and M. Titulesco (Rumania) on the preventive powers of the Cound] 
as nrescribed by Article XI of the Covenant. The Special Committee oui the 
Private Manufacture of Arms held a preliminary session under the Presidency 
of Count von Bernsdorff, Germany, when it had before it a nreliminary 

draft convention. 

March 15th: The Committee of the Council of the League of Nations comnieted 
its study of the means to give effect to Articie XI of the Covenant relat- 
ing to the threat or the outbreak of war. The employment of aerial denon- 
strations against a recalcitrant state wis annroved. 

March 16th: Sub-Commission "B" of the Preparatory Commission for the Dis- 
armament Conference decided to send forward to the Prenaratory Commission 
for Disarmament the report of the Committee of Exnerts on Civil Aviation. 
March 17th: The Secretary-General has coriiaunicate’ to the members of the 
League and the Preparatory Commission for Disarmament Conference a \Memor- 
andum from the United States Goverrment containing observations on the 
revort of the Joint Comnission. 














MEXICO. 


March 6th: According to an official announcement Madaie Kollontai, the 
Soviet Envoy to Mexico, will shortly leave. 

‘arch 135th: To meet the nresent financial crisis tne Wexican Government 
nas decided to make a cut of 12,000,000 nesos (£1,200,000) in t::e Budget. 
A skirmish took nliace near Los Aitos, in the State of Jalisco, result- 

ing in a loss to the insurgents of 42. Six Federal troops were killed. 








MOROCCO. 





Varch 7th: It was renorted that trouble was occurriug in tne country of 
tne Ktama, a secticn of the tribe of the Senhaja of Sra, in the Spanish 
zone of *’orocco. 





NICARAGUA. 





Varch 6th: With regard to the peace mission which recently left Managua 
to urge the Liberal General Moncada to end the hostilities it appears that 
ceneral Moncada declined to discuss a settlement referring the mission to 
Dr. Sacasa. 

March 8th: It was renorted that a force of 135 United States Marines was 
proceeding to Matagalna for the ynurvose of "neutralizing" tne tow and 
affording nrotection to the lives and nronverty of residents of United 
States nationality. 

Yarch 15th: A resumption of military activity in the interior of the 











country was revnorted. 


———— 












PALESTINE - 





March 1lOth: It was anncunced by the Colonial Office that 13,056 Jews 
entered Palestine during tho months ended Slst Dec. 1926. During the 
same neriod 7,340 Jews emigrated from Palestine, so that the net 
increase of the Jewish population vty immigration was 5,716. 





POLAND . 
March 6th: Herr Rauscher, the German Minister to Poland, left for 
Geneva, in order to give Herr Stresemann his support and advice in the 
conversations that are to be held with !®. Zaleski, the Polish Foreign 
Minister. 





STRAITS SETTLE*ENTS. 
March 13th: A conflict occurred in Singapore between the pnolice and 
the Chinese during the celetrations by the Chinese of the anniversary 
of the death of Sun Yat-sen. 6 Chinese were kiliecd and 17 injured. 








TURKBY. 
March 5th: The Grand National Assembly ratificd the Greco-Turkish 
Convention relating to the status of the property of "non-exchangeable" 
subjects of both countries. 





UNITED STATES OF AMMPRICA. 
“March 16th: Note to Italy. (See Italy). 
March 17th: Tre Secretary of the Treasury in a statement on war debts 
restated the Administrations case against reconsideration and revision 
of the settlements. 














U.S.S.R. | 

March 9th: M. Lorenz, the new Soviet Envoy to Latvia, had been entrus- 
ted with the continuation of negotiations for a ncn-aggression pact. 

M. Araloff is to proceed to Hankow as Soviet Envoy to the Canton 
Government. 
March lith: M. Tretsky was reinstated Chairman of the Supreme Con- 
cessions Committee. 

The members of the above Commit*ee include MM. Stomoniakoff, 

Yoffe, Ksandroff, Reikhel and Skobeleff. 











H 















The Saar Danger Averted. 
The settlement ot the Saar dispute between France and Germany must | 
be regarded as the outstanding achievement of the League of Nations at 





tre 44th session of its Council at Gemeva. The particular point at issue 
was the question of the renlacement of the French troops in the Saar by a 
railway defence force. France, unwilling to relax her influence in the 


Saar, wished the ne force to be as French as nossible in character. 
Germany, not unnaturally, made a vigorous stand against the French atti- 
tude. The failure of the nrivate negotiations created the general impres- 
Sion tnrat a dead-lock was inevitable. 
On the last day of the Council meeting, a full-dress debate on the 
subject, lasting over five i::ours, took nlace in public. i. Briand and 
Dr. Stresemann put forward their resnective noints of view, and Sir Austen 
Chamberlain played the useful role of mediator. The result was that 
unanimous agreement was reached by the Council. 
The new railway defence force will come into oneration in three 
monts!' time. n nlace orf the 3,000 French troops in the Saar, this will 
consist of 80C men drawn from Great Britain, France and Belgium. They 
will be used only if it should prove necessary to defend the communications 
The Saar Governing Commission for the coming year was also chosen by 
the Council. All the members, with the excention of Major Stephens, t.ie } 
retiring chairman, were re-apyointed. The new chairman will be another 
Canadian, who is to be annointed within three montis. 


The Drug Traffic. 

During the Council discussions on the international traffic in opium 
and other dangerous drugs, several States, notably France and Italy, an- | 
miounced that they were taking steps to ratify the Opium Convention of 1925. | 
Under the terms of the Convention, the Central Board of Control at Geneva 
will then be established forthwith. This should represent an important ) 
blow against the traffic in manufactured drugs. | 








Tre Traffic in Women and Children. 

The Council authorised the publication of the first part of the report 
on the traffic in women and children, the result of three years’ investi- 
gations by its committce of exnerts. The second nart, which is more in- 
timate in character and deals with the actual conditions of the traffic in 
various countries, is to remain secret for a few months longer. 





Mandates. 
The muc: discussed questionnaire, for the assistance of -.eudatory 


nowers in drawing up their annual renorts to the League, was turned down by 
the Council. It was decided that there should at present be no alteration 


in the mandates procedure. 





( By the courtesy of the League of Nations Jnion ). | 
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V- FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 





‘COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS FOR THE PROGRESSIVE 
CODIFICATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. 


lanl 


'SUB-COMMISSION OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE OF EXPE 


RTS 
FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF YOUTH IN THE AIMS OF THE 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS ( COMMITTEE OF INTELLECTUAL 


CO-OPERATION) . 


"JURY OF ARCHITECTS ON PLANS FOR A NEW ASSEMBLY 


HALL AND SECRETARIAT OFFICES. 


! 


SRD SESSION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
5 


3 
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE. 


"COMMITTEE OF JURISTS ON ENFORCEMENT OF ARBITRAL 


AWARDS . 


'VEETING OF EXPERTS ON DOUBLE TAXATION AND FISCAL 


EVASION. 


‘MEETING OF EXPERTS ON BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BIOLOGICAL 
SCIENCES {COMMITTEE ON INTELLECTUAL CO-OPERATION). 


"FINAL CONFERENCE OF THE INTERCHANGE OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH OFFICERS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


"COM ‘ITTEE OF EXTERTS FOR TEE CO-ORDINATION OF 


LIBRARIES . 
‘INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON RABIES. 


‘ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE PROTECTION AND 
WELFARE OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE. 


"SUPERVISORY COMMISSION. 

'CHILD WELFARE COMMITTEE . 
‘INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CONFERENCE . 
INTERNATIONAL OIL EXHIBITION. 


"TENTH SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONA. LABOUR 
CONFERENCE . 


'45TH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL. 


GENEVA. 


GENEVA . 


PARIS. 


PARIS. 


ATA VT TT 
FI INS VA . 


GENEVA . 


GENEVA . 


GENEVA . 


LONDON . 


GENEVA. 
GEWE VA. 
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V. FORTFCOMING EVENTS. (Contd). 





JUNE 7TH-17TH. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR WOMEN 
MEETINGS . 
JUNE 15TH. '1l2T# ORDINARY SESSION OF TIE PERMANEN 
COURT OF INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE. 
JUNE 15TH. ‘SUPERVISORY COMMISSION. 
JUNE 2OTH. "PERMANENT MANDATES COMMISSION. 
JULY 4TH. 'CONFERE:ICE FOR THE CONSTITUTION OF AN 


INTERNATIONAL RELIEF UNION. 


JULY ? "PLENARY MEETING OF TE INTERNATIOWAL 
COMMITTEE FOR INTELLECTUAL CO-OPERATION. 


JULY ? "SUB-COMMITTEE Of EXPERTS FOR THE INSTRUCTION 
OF YOUTE IN TYE AIMS OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 


("League of Natinns). 








VI. NOTICES. 





Association for International Understanding 
Information Series No. l-b. 





"THE WORLD COURT IN 1926". 
by Maurice Fansi.awe 


(2nd annual su»yplement to the Permanent Court cf International Justice) 


has now been published and is on sale. PRICE od. 





GENEVA . 


THE HAGUE. 
GENEVA. 


GENEVA . 


GENEVA . 


GENEVA . 


GENEVA . 
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